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Distributed Generation Growth Analysis 

Clark Public Utilities anticipates substantial growth in customer owned distributed generation 

over the next twenty years. As of January 2020, Clark Public Utilities facilitates, integrates and 

provides the Net Metering benefit to 10.414 MW of installed distributed generation capacity. 

Our customers have installed 1,489 individual generating systems, primarily rooftop solar. In 

recent years, distributed generation have exceeded 15% year-over-year annual growth rates. 

State incentive programs drive higher adoption rates. Currently, the WA State renewable 

incentive programs have closed to new participants, and beginning in 2020, the federal tax 

credit starts decreasing. Because of this, Clark Public Utilities performed a distributed 

generation growth analysis that examined three different future scenarios. The conservative 

scenario assumes 10% annual growth, the moderate scenario assumes 15% annual growth and 

the aggressive scenario assumes 20% annual growth. The overwhelming majority of installed 

capacity is within Clark Public Utilities’ residential customer sector. Clark Public Utilities 

anticipates this trend to continue into the next two decades. 

Clark Public Utilities forecasts 1.25 aMW of energy generation from the 10.414 MW of existing 

distributed generation in 2020. The growth analysis shows by 2039 the utility could realize 

between 7.64 aMW and 39.92 aMW of annual distributed energy generation. The moderate 

growth scenario shows 17.79 aMW of annual electricity generation from distributed generation 

resources in 2039.  

*Analysis includes a 12% capacity factor for solar generation sited in Clark County, WA. 



 

 

Net Metering Analysis 

The state mandated net metering threshold is set at 4.0% of taxable power sales in 1996. For 

Clark Public Utilities this calculates to ~40 MW 

Using the distributed generation growth analysis, the utility estimates the different years of 

meeting the threshold. Under a conservative adoption rate, the analysis shows Clark Public 

Utilities hitting the net metering threshold in 2035, while under a moderate adoption the year 

is 2030. The aggressive adoption scenario shows the utility hitting the net metering threshold 

during 2028. Once Clark Public Utilities hits the threshold, a reassessment of the compensate 

rate for distributed generation is required. 

 

 



 

Community Solar & Low Income Customers 

Clark Public Utilities operates 319 kW of installed community solar sited within Clark County, 

WA. In 2019, the Clark Public Utilities Board of Commissioners allocated 5%, approximately 15 

kW, of the community solar array to the utility low-income program, Operation Warm Heart. 

This design change allows for many members of our most vulnerable populations to realize the 

benefit of local, renewable energy resources. Clark Public Utilities will continue to look for 

additional opportunities that will allow for limited and low-income customers to participate in 

renewable energy programs and projects.  


